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What Choice a Hero?

This month, I planned to write about the usual January
ruminations – looking back to the year that ended, ahead to
the year to come.  However, all of this pales in the face of
today’s assassination of Benazir Bhutto.
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About Zonta International
Founded in Buffalo, New York,
USA, in 1919, Zonta

International is a worldwide
service organization of
executives in business and the

professions working together
to advance the status of

women.
http://www.zonta.org/

The Yellow Rose is a ZONTA
International emblem, which
signifies:

 "Radiance and Beauty”

       December 2007 Newsletter

Mrs. Bhutto was remarkable - a graduate of both Harvard and Oxford University by
age twenty-three; a wife; a mother; a political prisoner for five years; Prime Minister
of Pakistan twice in the late ‘80s, early ‘90s and the first woman and youngest prime
minister to lead a Muslim nation; and, finally, for the last eight years, an exile from
her country.  But, these are just the facts of her life, not who she was.  Who she was
is a woman willing to sacrifice everything for what she believed.

When Mrs. Bhutto returned to Pakistan in 2007 she knew that she was putting her
life in peril.  She had watched the hanging death of her father, also a former Prime
Minister of Pakistan, at the hands of his political enemies.  Before his death, he told
her that he regretted that he would not see his children married or meet his
grandchildren.  In a recent interview with NBC, Mrs. Bhutto echoed her father’s wish
to see her children married and to know her grandchildren, and prayed god that this
would happen.  And it could have.  She could have remained in exile in England
where she was safe.  There the chances were good that she would live to see
children married and grandchildren arrive. However, safety and even family were not
what she valued most.  She could not stand by while Pakistan was taken over by
those who threaten its democracy.  She placed country over self and paid the
ultimate price.

BENAZIR BHUTTO
June 21, 1953 – December 27, 2007
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Were her choices selfish?  What about her family?  She left three children without their
mother, a husband without his wife.  Did she think of their well being when she chose
to put her life at risk?  My guess is she hoped she could have both - her country and
her family.  She played the odds and lost.

Is it ego or honor that caused her to think that she could make a difference worth this
sacrifice?  If you can make a difference, should you?  When push comes to shove, as it
did for Mrs. Bhutto, it is no longer a choice.  She could not make a different choice and
be who she was.

Aren’t we all faced with such choices?  For most of us, not choices that affect the
destiny of a country, but choices that ripple out to our families, friends and
community.  Do we live our values with our choices as Mrs. Bhutto surely did?

In our choice to be a Zontian, each of us has made a statement about one of our
values – our commitment to the well being of women in our community and throughout
the world.  We place our money and our time where our commitment is.  Sometimes it
means we put family, friends, job, and relaxation further down on the priority list.
Does this mean that we, too, are heroes?  Not on the order of Mrs. Bhutto, but yes.
What I like to call everyday heroes.  When we help the participants of Climb Wyoming,
when we provide a scholarship to a deserving young woman, when we put a book in
the hands of a young child, we are heroes.  We are living our values.

Installation of New MembersInstallation of New MembersInstallation of New MembersInstallation of New Members

Nancy Coyle is not exactly a new member; she joined Zonta in June 2007 but
various travel demands have kept her out of town when we have wanted to have
the installation ceremony for her.  Nancy is a Driver License Supervisor for the
Wyoming Department of Transportation.

 Jan Hatch, on the other hand, was just approved as a new member at the Board
meeting on 12/6/2007.  It was a pleasure to be able to install her in a timely
manner.  Jan is an independent caterer and event planner.  Keep her in mind for
your special occasions.

Lt. Naomi Weaver has been a Zontian since July 2007 but was not able to
attend the Installation Ceremony in December.  She will be on temporary detail in

Alabama for 6 weeks so we won’t have a chance to see her for a couple of months.
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You are invited to an Open House...
to celebrate Marj Woods’ 80th Birthday

When:  Sunday, January 6 from 2:00 – 7:00
Where:  2915 Pioneer, Cheyenne
RSVP:  638-7611 or
            email at mhwoods@bresnan.net

NO GIFTS PLEASE
(“At my age, who needs more stuff!”)

“Edith,

Hi there!  With our Barnes and Noble fundraiser, about $3600 was purchased with a voucher.  This
means that Raising Readers will receive a check from B&N ($3600)(15%) = $540.

Not too bad!  This will buy us 75 books!

Thanks for all your support and please pass my thanks on to Zonta.

Hope all is well,
Ed” [Bahou – Raising Readers Vista Volunteer]

Raising Readers will beRaising Readers will beRaising Readers will beRaising Readers will be
delivering books for thedelivering books for thedelivering books for thedelivering books for the
first time to the Warrenfirst time to the Warrenfirst time to the Warrenfirst time to the Warren

Air Force Base ClinicAir Force Base ClinicAir Force Base ClinicAir Force Base Clinic
beginning in January.beginning in January.beginning in January.beginning in January.

HurrayHurrayHurrayHurray!!!!!!!!



Committee
Chairwomen

    Finance:  Sandy Hudson
632-0820 (h)

    PR/Communications:
Peggy Krepelka

638-0800 (w)

    Organization/Membership/
    Classification:

Jody Gostas
778-0686 (h)

   NewZees
                 Chelsey McManus
                         635-7459 (h)

    Status of Women/Service:
Cory Meyer

631-9909 (c)
                         433-0320 (h)

    United Nations:
Deb McCann

           632-0217 (h)

Winter Trees
All the complicated details
of the attiring and
the disattiring are completed!
A liquid moon
moves gently among
the long branches.
Thus having prepared their buds
against a sure winter
the wise trees
stand sleeping in the cold.

           ~ William Carlos Williams
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January 3rd  Noon Thursday

Zonta Board Meeting

3rd Floor Meeting Room

Laramie County Library

January 6th 2:00 – 7:00 pm Sunday

Marj Woods’ Birthday Open House

2915 Pioneer

RSVP: 638-7611

January 17th  6:00 pm Thursday

Zonta Meeting

Amelia Earhart Dinner

Poor Richard’s

Calendar of EventsPage 5

Happy Birthday, Zontians

Marj Woods  1/7
Kathy Muller Ogle  1/18

Val Rodekohr  1/20
Lauren Maines  1/23

January 17 – Amelia January 17 – Amelia January 17 – Amelia January 17 – Amelia EarhartEarhartEarhartEarhart
DinnerDinnerDinnerDinner

BIG HEADLINES
The January Zonta
meeting will be a
special evening
dinner—but NOT
on our regular
meeting date.

We will meet Thursday, January 17
at Poor Richard’s Restaurant, 2233 E
Lincolnway, at 6:00 pm.  If you
enjoyed the UN dinner, you know
what a fine job the NewZees can do.
They are working hard to provide an
excellent dinner with a fun and
informative program. Be sure to mark
your calendars for this special
meeting date.

Do you have news you’d like to share
with other Zontians?  Do you have
suggestions to  improve the Zephyr?
Contact Jody Gostas at  778-0686 or
booknut@bresnan.net

Have you looked at our website lately?
Michelle Ammerman does a wonderful
job of keeping it current,  informative.
www.zontaofcheyenne.org

Do you know that we have an email
address?  zonta.cheyenne@gmail.com

Michelle monitors it and relays any
emails appropriately.

A Beginner’s Guide to
Changing the World:  A
True Life Adventure Story    
        by Isabel Losada

The Legacy of Luna: The
Story of a Tree, a Woman,
and the Struggle to Save the
Redwoods
        by Julia Hill

Two inspiring books about
ordinary unpretentious
women who accept small
challenges that lead to great
enlightenment/achievement.

Isabel Losada’s website
takes us on more adventures
than she imagined.

“Julia’s [Hill] actions have
profoundly re-energized the
environmental movement
all over the world.” –
Bonnie Raitt

Send me your idea

for a book review

for next month.

I’m running out of

my own!

Many of us click on The
Breast Cancer site daily
to help fund free
mammograms for needy
women.  At the same
spot we can click on The
Literacy Site that “is
dedicated to funding
free books for children.”
It probably takes 2
seconds to do which
means that by March
2009 you would have
effortlessly done 15
minutes of service time!
www.theliteracysite.com


